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next." At the meeting a scheme of payment was put
forward which included the retention by the debtor of
an annual sum from his professional earnings to live upon
and the devotion of the balance of his income to the payment
of his creditors. This scheme was rejected, and the debtor,
refusing the suggestion that he should file a petition in
bankruptcy, intimated his intention to continue as before.
After this meeting a creditor presented a bankruptcy petition
against the debtor in the county court, alleging as an act of
bankruptcy the letter convening the meeting on the ground
that it amounted to notice that he had suspended or was
about to suspend payment of his debts within the

meaning of Section 4, Subsection 1 H., of the Bankruptcy
Act, 1883. The registrar dismissed the petition on the
ground that the transaction did not constitute an act
of bankruptcy, and this decision was upheld by the two
judges of the High Court who heard the appeal against it.
Mr. Justice Phillimore in his judgment drew the distinction
referred to above between the trader and non-trader. He
referred to the medical practitioner as a non-trader engaged
in a lucrative profession and earning money by his skill. In
the case of a non-trader he pointed out that debts became
due when they were contracted, but they might be, and some-
times were, paid some time afterwards, that time varying in
different cases according to the amount of credit enjoyed by
the debtor. In the case of a trader credit was given but for
stated periods, so that payments were periodical and
methodical and so that the failure to meet the obligation
to pay at the proper time was a definite suspension of pay-
ment. His lordship did not consider that a notice, such as
that described, sent out by a medical practitioner would
convey to the person receiving it that his debtor would stop
paying and cease to carry on his profession.

The Superannuation Allo7vanoe of a Public Yaccinator.
. 

The case of Lawson v. The Marlborough Guardians recently
tried in the Chancery Division by Mr. Justice Neville
raised the question whether a public vaccinator holding
also the position of district medical officer was in his

capacity of public vaccinator a person in the employ of the
defendants under Section 3 of the Poor-law Officers Super-
annuation Act, 1896, and so entitled to have his emolument
as public vaccination officer included in the computation of
his superannuation allowance upon his simultaneous retire-
ment from both posts. It was admitted that the plaintiff
was entitled to a superannuation allowance in respect
of his service as medical officer. His appointment had 
been made by separate contracts in respect of the IItwo offices held, by which he took &pound;100 per annum as

salary with such fees and allowances as were attached to the
two offices at the time of his entering upon the contracts.
The question at issue turned upon the construction of the
Act of 1896 and of Section 3 of the Vaccination Act, 1867,
and of other earlier statutes. Mr. Justice Neville held that

upon the construction of the Acts the plaintiff was not, as
public vaccinator, a person in the employ of the defendants
within the meaning of the Act of 1896. His contract as

public vaccinator placed him in the position of a person who
had contracted to render specified services for specified pay-
ments, but did not constitute an engagement of service, as
did that entered into by him in becoming medical officer.
The plaintiff was therefore held not to be entitled to include
his fees as public vaccinator among the emoluments on
which the amount of his superannuation allowance must be
calculated.

FORTHCOMING HEALTH CONFERENCE
AND EXHIBITION.

7 WE announced last week that this Conference would be
held at the Royal Horticultural Hall and the adjoining
Institute from June 23rd to 27th, under the patronage of
H.R.H. Princess Christian. The patrons, numbering about
a hundred, include the Archbishop of York, the Countess
of Aberdeen, and many members of the medical profession,
including Sir Dyce Duckworth, Sir Francis Champneys, Sir
William Bennett, and Director-General Sir W. Launcelot
Gubbins, A.M.S. The programme is being arranged by
Miss R. V. Gill, the organising secretary, in ccoperation with 
the National Health Society, together with a consultative
committee, consisting of the following members: Professor 

H. R. Kenwocd, Lady Balfour of Burleigh, Mrs. John
Talbot, Mr. H. W. Armit, Miss Eden, Mr. F. E. Fremantle,
Miss Joseph, and Dr. F. N. Kay Menzies. The papers
promised and discussions arranged for include the follow"

ing :-How to Conduct an Infant Consultation : Dr. Eric
Pritchard ; discussion : Dr. J. F. J. Sykes, Dr. Naish, Dr.
Sidney Davies, and others. Creches : Muriel, Viscountess
Helmsley. Tuberculosis and the Child : Dr. T. N. Kelynack.
Early Notification of Births : Dr. A. A. Mussen. The Pre-
vention of Deafness in Children : Mr. P. Macleod Yearsley.
School for Mothers : Miss Bibby. Housing, Urban and
Rural : Professor Kenwood ; discussion: Dr. L. C. Parkes,
Mr. A. W. Harris, Dr. R. King Brown, Mr. D. L. Thomas,
Mr. A. G. R. Foulerton, Mr. Fremantle, Dr. W. F. Corfield,
Dr. W. Butler, and Dr. J. F. Butler-Hogan. The Impor-
tance of Natural Feeding : Dr. H. Scurfield and Dr. Sykes-.
The Co&ouml;peration of Voluntary Health Promoting Agencies
with the Public Health Department: Mrs. Bernard Drake.
The Necessity of further Manual Training in Public Ele-
mentary Schools : Dr. C. B. Moss-Blundell. The Teaching
of Practical Domestic Economy in Schools : Dr. A. Banks
Raffle. A discussion on the Needs for a Hospital for the
Middle Class at Moderate Fees : Mr. T. Launcelot Archer
and Mr. Armit. Dr. W. A. Chapple, M.P., and Dr. H.
Corner will deal with the Feeble-minded. Miss Evelyn Fox
will speak about the Princess Christian Farm Colony for
the Permanent Care of the Feeble-minded. Eugenics and
National Health: Dr. C. W. Saleeby’ and Dr. Lidbetter.
Why Babies Die (popular lecture), by Mrs. Barnes, of the
London County Council. The Health of Girls (popular
lecture), by Miss Florence Stacpoole. Healthy Homes and
Domestic Hygiene (popular lecture).

The exhibition in connexion with the Conference will
include a department for scientific and social exhibits and
a department for trade exhibits. Among the former, mention
may be made of the Model Infant Consultation of the St.
Marylebone Dispensary, which was shown in the British
Section of the International Hygiene Exhibition at Dresden
last year. A large number of other important exhibits have
also been promised, and the value of the exhibition will be
enhanced by contributions from numerous social organisa-
tions which are doing good work in the promotion of health
among the community.

VITAL STATISTICS.

HEALTH OF ENGLISH TOWNS.

IN the 95 largest English towns having an estimated popula-
tion of 17,639,816 persons in the middle of this year, 8546
births and 4715 deaths were registered during the week
ending May 4th. The annual rate of mortality in these
towns, which had been 14 - 0, 14’5, and 14’1 1 per 1000 in the
three preceding weeks, further declined to 13 9 per 1000 in theweek under notice. During the first five weeks of the current
quarter the mean annual death-rate in the 95 large towns
averaged 14’1 per 1000, and was 0 - 5 per 1000 in excess of
the average death-rate recorded in London during the same
period. The annual death-rates in the several towns last
week ranged from 6-2 in Edmonton and in Southend-on-
Sea, 6-4 in Wimbledon, 6-8 in Gillingham and in East-
bourne, and 7 - 2 in Enfield, to 21’0 0 in Sunderland, 21-3 in
Dudley, 22-0 in West Bromwich, 22’6 in Wigan, and 25W
in Oldham.
The 4715 deaths from all causes in the 95 towns were 49

fewer than the number in the previous week, and included
404 which were referred to the principal epidemic diseases,
against 424 and 400 in the two preceding weeks. Of these
404 deaths from the principal epidemic diseases, 138 resulted
from measles, 132 from whooping-cough, 65 from infantile
diarrh&oelig;al diseases, 37 from diphtheria, 17 from enteric fever,
and 15 from scarlet fever, but not one from small-pox. The
mean annual death-rate from these diseases last week was

equal to 1-2 per 1000, against 1-3 and 1-2 in the two pre--
ceding weeks. The deaths attributed to measles, which had
been 121, 164, and 149 in the three preceding weeks, declined
to 138 last week, and caused the highest annual death-rates
of 1.6 in Salford, 1.9 in Merthyr Tydfil, 2- 0 in Wakefield,
2-1 in Warrington, 2-3 in Blackburn, 3-4 in Cardiff, and
4’9inRotherbam. The deaths referred to whooping-cough,
which had been 146, 149, and 146 in the three preceding


